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Middle School program

School:  Shiloh Middle School

Instructor Raymond Castleberry

High School program

School Shiloh High School
Instructor Todd Vander Velde
Graduation Year 1992
College


 Valdosta State University
B.F.A. Telecommunications (Radio/TV Production)
Current Career or Career Path (company and position) Engineering and Technology Teacher at Southwest Middle School, Savannah, Georgia

Tell us about your job? I teach middle school Engineering and Technology classes.  Most of my classes focus on some sort of communications technology and how that relates to the designed world.

How has your Engineering and Technology Program impact your career choice? I chose to pursue a career in teaching after the confidence that I gained from being part of an Engineering and Technology program.  I have used this opportunity to work in the USA, China and Bermuda as a Technology teacher.  This overseas experience has broadened my horizons and opened my mind to many different ways of seeing the world around me.

How did being a part of TSA and other engineering related student activities impact you and assist you on your job? The skills that I learned by being a part of TSA have been very valuable in my current and in my past jobs.  Learning about proper procedures for meetings, how to work in a team and individually have all come in handy.

How did your engineering and technology education experience impact you and assist you on your job? I used my past experience as a student to help with improving the experience for my own students.

Kris Adcock
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            High School program

 School: Central Educational Center (CEC)
 Instructor: Scott Brown

Graduation Year: 2008

College 

(Attending) Southern Polytechnic State University

Degree: Electrical Engineering

Current Career or Career Path (company and position)


I am working as a co-op engineer for Yokogawa Corporations of America

Tell us about your job?


I work with the engineering manager on projects that range from testing control systems to designing test fixtures to test products.

Tell us about any internship programs you have participated in?


I am currently in a school semester of a co-op program. In this program I work a semester, then go to school a semester. There are a total of 5 semesters in the program; 3 working, 2 school.

How did your Engineering and Technology Program impact your career choice?


I didn't really know what I wanted to do as far as a career goes, but taking these classes led me to the college I am attending and the degree I hope to graduate with.

How did being a part of TSA and other engineering related student activities impact you and assist you

on your job?


Being on the B.E.S.T. Robotics team directed my attention to the engineering field in general. Although this did lead me to where I am now at an engineering school, I would say that this program doesn't relate to the work that I do with my co-op.

How did your engineering and technology education experience impact you and assist you on your job? 


My engineering and technology education experience has helped mainly in my classes that I take at Southern Polytechnic S.U. Design is the main thing that I would say has helped me in my job because there is a lot of thought and design that goes into the work that I do at Yokogawa.

Laurie Brown
High School Program

School: Carrollton High School

Instructor: Mr. Scott Brown

Graduation Year: 2001

College

College Attended: Clemson University, West Texas A&M Univ

Degree: BS Animal Science, MS Agriculture/Environmental Science
Current Career or Career Path: Kentucky Horse Park: Director of Community and Youth Education
Tell us about your job? Develop, implement, and expand about 15 programs geared towards educating the youth and community on various aspects of the horse industry, horse care, riding, etc. Black Stallion Literacy Project, Mustang Troop, Women + Horses Seminar, Boy Scout/Girl Scout badges, youth riding camps, etc. 

Tell us about any internship programs you have participated in? Was a working student for several instructors, including Bryony Perceval at Clonshire Equestrian Centre in Adare, Ireland. 

How did your Engineering and Technology Program impact your career choice? The technology program first and foremost broadened my horizon on what is available, career wise, in that area of interest. I was also able to make the connection between agriculture and science and the technology field. This has all made me a well rounded individual when it comes to my career as I can implement my knowledge in skills of technology to a higher degree than most. 

How did being a part of TSA and other engineering related student activities impact you and assist you

on your job? 
More than anything TSA taught me how to interact with various individuals from different career fields and backgrounds. This has made me a better rounded individual being able to network and effectively communicate with others. TSA also allowed me the opportunities to be involved in activities and fields that I otherwise would not have been exposed to. Although it has helped me in my career more than anything it has simply made me a well rounded individual that understands society. 

How did your engineering and technology education experience impact you and assist you on your job? Working around heavy equipment on a daily basis, and having the need to be able to problem solve and make nothing out of something has made my engineering and technology experience come in very handy. And when all is said and done, if I still don’t know how to solve the problem, etc. I still know where to turn to get the question answered. 

[image: image6.png]




Melissa Lee

            High School Program

      Carrollton High School

      Scott Brown
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        2002

College 

Georgia College & State University (2006)

 BA History/Minor Geography

Georgia College & State University (2007)

Master of Arts in Teaching

Georgia Southern University (Present)

Ed.S. Teaching and Learning

Current Career or Career Path 



Bibb County Board of Education



Howard High School



Broad Field Social Studies Teacher



Gifted Certified



Advanced Placement Certified

Tell us about your job?



I have been in education for four years. I began as an 8th grade middle school Georgia History Teacher. I have been at Howard High School for the past three school years. I teach Government, World History, Advanced Placement Psychology, and Advanced Placement Government & Politics. 

How did your Engineering and Technology Program impact your career choice?



The technology classes that I took in high school and along with my other courses helped me realize my strengths as a student. As much as I loved Engineering and Technology Program at Carrollton High School, I realized I am not a “math” person, but I did enjoy the sciences. Building on my strengths and love of history I enhanced my undergraduate experience with my Geography minor that used many of the skills that I learned in the Technology Program. The program also allowed me to realize that it is okay to have weaknesses and it is about finding our personal strengths so that we can enjoy our career.


How did being a part of TSA and other engineering related student activities impact you and assist you

on your job?



The skills I learned in TSA were cooperation, planning, and communication in a group setting. Working through the activities independently with other teen peers helped developed these lifelong skills. Another vital skill that I learned through TSA was time management. The assignments were set up with a goal in mind, the student had to keep on task and plan out the assignment accordingly.

How did your engineering and technology education experience impact you and assist you on your job? 

It was not so much the Engineering and Technology portion of the program that influenced my career choice, rather the teacher. The class environment exposed to me to the impact that teachers can have on student’s lives. The class environment fostered exploration of different interest, creativity, and developed individual learning habits. Movement in a classroom and approaching problems by “thinking outside the box” are concepts that I try to implement in my classroom today. As a teacher I have tried to model my teaching style after the teachers that impacted me the most. Mr. Brown had an extremely positive impact on my high school educational experience.
Marqus A. Cole


High School Program
Morrow High School
Graduation Date: 2004
Technology Ed or Engineering Tech Teacher /TSA Advisor: Angela Quarles nee' Hughes
College/Post Secondary School: 
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Georgia State University
Degree: Political Science: Pre-Law
Graduation Date or Projected Graduation Date:
Career Path: DePaul University College of Law; J.D. Candidate 2012


I attribute much of my success to the preparation that TSA and TechEd gave me in my formative years.  The experience I gained as both a chapter and state officer has been invaluable.  From knowing how to conduct a proper business meeting, to understanding the roles, functions, and duties of various E-board officers, TSA prepared me for many of the roles I have taken on after High School.  Events like Extemporaneous Speaking, Prepared Presentation, and Chapter Team all made me a better and more dynamic public speaker.  Skills I employ on a daily basis in my legal education and profession. TechEd and TSA also gave me the opportunity to build my resume and portfolio so that I could participate in the Georgia Governors Honors Program 2003.  That was one of the best experience's I could have ever had in High School both on an educational and personal level.  I would highly recommend it to anyone that is seeking an opportunity to work, collaborate, and learn from a true class of their peers.

TSA provided me with a wealth of technical skills and practical skills.  From an educational standpoint Tech Ed classes teach skills that students will have to use in the everyday world.  The opportunities and doors that the TSA program opened up for me have directly led me to the success I have found in my life.  That being said, the thing I take away from my experience most are the people I met.  From my advisor, to my former state officer team, to the friends I made in my school and others.  The opportunity to feel a part of, instead of a part from; being with other motivated, interested, and interesting kids was the best part of TSA to me.  It made me feel normal, and that's what any Middle or High School kid really wants.  I love GATSA and all it has provided for me, and look back and cherish the many memories that I have from that time of my life.

Jordon Seda
Middle School Program
School Carrollton Junior High School

Instructor Mr. Hicks

High School Program

School Carrollton High School

Instructor:  Scott Brown

Graduation Year 2004

College

College Attended:  Kennesaw State University

Degree Medical Sociology

Current Career or Career Path: Cherokee County Fire Fighter

Tell us about your job? I am a fire fighter with Cherokee county fire and EMS

How did your Engineering and Technology Program impact your career choice? 
I have been able to take a number of aspects of what I learned in technology to apply to my life. At work I use what I have learned to analyze a situation, such as the truss system of a house to determine if the roof is remaining adequately supported.
How did being a part of TSA and other engineering related student activities impact you and assist you on your job? 
It added to the analytical skills as well as providing hands on education which greatly enhanced the quality of my education.

How did your engineering and technology education experience impact you and assist you on your job? 
It has given me an advanced way of approaching situations.  
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Blaire E. Thrasher Booth

High School program

School Riverdale High School

Instructor: Steve Price

Graduation Year 2003

College

Georgia Southern University

Degree-Bachelors of Science in Technology Education
Valley City State University

Degree- Masters in Technology Education
I am currently teaching Engineering and Technology Education at East Coweta Middle School in Coweta County, Georgia. My job requires me to teach sixth, seventh and eighth grade students the foundations of engineering and technology. From catapults to roller coasters and even a few egg drops, my classroom is full of life and learning. I am also the yearbook advisor, Builder’s club advisor and I am looking to start a TSA within the next year. 

My experience in the Engineering and Technology program in high school motivated me to choose education as my career path. Being able to inspire students through the use of technology to be better students is very rewarding. Through the Technology Student Association, I became a more confident and skilled individual. Critical thinking and problem solving are a part of my job on a daily basis. There are never dull moments in the middle classroom and there is always a need to be resourceful. TSA also gave me a desire to give back to my community. Through service projects like the Toy Drive, I learned that I must give in order to receive. 


My experience in all three of my Engineering and Technology programs has given me a more confidence, knowledge and experience. I am a better educator because of the knowledge I gained throughout my education. 
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