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October 22-24, 2009


Pickens Middle School
1802 Refuge Road

Jasper, GA 30143

Engineering and Technology Education Building Georgia’s Future

Jointly sponsored by:
The Georgia Engineering and Technology Education Association

The Georgia Department of Education, Engineering and Technology Education Division
The Georgia Engineering and Technology Education affiliate of the Georgia Association for Career and Technical Education
The GETEA Executive Committee and Conference Planning Team would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the 2009 GETEA Annual Fall Conference October 23rd - 24th at Pickens Middle School in Jasper, GA.  This year’s conference theme: “Step Up With STEM” will be addressed throughout the weekend.  Pre-Conference Activities will begin on Thursday, October 22nd, 2009.

I would like to take a moment to highlight a couple of changes in the conference this year that were made with you in mind.  First, we have reduced the conference registration fee by 25% from last year.  Second, we have compressed the conference into a two day event and made an effort to start and end at times that will reduce the number of nights needed for hotel lodging.  With all of us facing difficult economic times, the GETEA Executive Committee and Conference Planning Team felt it important to make every effort to ease the financial burden to you and your school systems.  We are confident, however, that the quality of the conference will not be affected by these changes and we are excited to bring you a conference with more “bang for your buck!”
Similar to last year, our interest sessions will be organized into the following strands: Engineering, Manufacturing, Energy/Electronics/Green Technology, Engineering Drawing & Design, Communication Technology, Middle School Curriculum Materials, and general interest sessions applicable to all strands.  We plan to offer interest sessions in each strand throughout the conference allowing you to maximize your conference experience. We are finalizing our Keynote speakers and should have that information posted to our website very soon.  We are certain that these speakers will be entertaining and informative and will definitely get you excited about your role as an Engineering and Technology Education Professional.

We will begin the conference on Friday morning with registration and tour opportunities departing from Pickens Middle School.  Tours are being scheduled for 10:30am.  On Friday afternoon we will return to the school for an informational update from the DOE and a hands-on Design Squad activity that will be led by several of our shining TSA officers.  Friday’s schedule will continue with two breakout sessions that will conclude at 6:10pm, leaving the remainder of the evening for you to explore the north Georgia scenery and fellowship with your counterparts from across the state.
Saturday morning, we will return to Pickens Middle School and begin the morning with two more breakout sessions, followed by an opportunity to meet with some of the greatest supporters of our organization, our sustaining members, during the Advanced Technology Forum.  During this time, you will also be able to participate in our Engineering & Technology Festival, where teachers share activities that work in their classrooms and labs.  Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to network with our sustaining members and to see what each has to offer.  After the Technology Forum, we’ll begin our 2nd General Session and luncheon where we will hear from another great speaker and give out our annual awards.  After the luncheon, participants will enjoy two more rounds of interest sessions and conclude the weekend with the Annual Business Meeting from 4:50 to 5:30pm.  
The Executive Committee and Conference Planning Team are working hard to make this conference a wonderful opportunity for all of us to learn, share, and grow within our ever-changing field. Please make plans to join us in October for the 2009 GETEA Annual Fall Conference. In order to avoid the late fee, complete the registration form and return it before October 5, 2009. 
If you have any questions concerning the upcoming conference, feel free to contact GETEA President-Elect John Newton at jnewton@lowndes.k12.ga.us, President – Tim Schmitt at Timothy_M_Schmitt@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us, GETEA Treasurer – Pam Brown at pamela.brown@numail.org, or GETEA Member-at-Large – Angela Quarles at angelaquarles@pickens.k12.ga.us. 
We look forward to seeing you in Jasper!
2009 GETEA 
Engineering &Technology Festival

Best Practice Activities

From Across Georgia

Saturday, October 24th
11:00am – 12:00noon

During the New Technology Forum
Got an activity that works 
great in your program?

Bring it along to share at the conference.

Looking for a new activity 
to hook your students?

Attend the Engineering and Technology Education Technology Festival and see what others are doing!

Hotel Information
Conference Hotel

Microtel Inn and Suites 
171 H. Mullins Court 
Highway 515 & Philadelphia Rd 
Jasper, GA 30143 
706-299-5500 
 
Room Block of 60 rooms will be held until October 1, 2009


Standard room, 1 queen:  $49 
Standard room, 2 queens:  $59 
Suite:  $69
Includes:

Complimentary breakfast 
Free high-speed wireless internet access 
Free local and long distance calling

_________________________________
Additional Hotels


Super 8
Woodbridge Inn

100 Whitfield Dr 
44 Chambers St.

Jasper, GA 30143-4841
Jasper, GA 30143


(706)-253-3297
(706) 692-6293
____________________________________________________________________________________


Driving Directions to the Pickens Middle School
From Atlanta


Take I-75 North to I-575


Travel 33 miles up I-575 which will become Hwy 515 in Pickens County


At the 1st traffic light Turn Right on Hwy 53 towards Tate 


Go approximately ½ mile


Turn Left on Refuge Road


Go approximately 2 ½ miles


Pickens Middle School will be on the right (there is a Recreation Park on the left)


Take the 1st entrance – before the school sign

Park in the lot by the gym

Friday Registration is in the Gym Lobby

Tour Descriptions

8:30 Bent Tree Golf Course Maintenance (20 people)

Designed by renowned golf course designer, Joe Lee, the golf course in Bent Tree meanders past waterfalls, mountain streams and brooks and boldly confronts the broad shoulder of Sharp Top Mountain. Explore the technology behind the irrigation, mowing, fertilization, pesticide application and general upkeep of the golf course grounds.

9:30 Bent Tree Water Plant (20 people)

Bent Tree is a gated community that spreads out across 3500 acres of rolling hills, coves, streams, cliffs, and waterfalls and is one of very few communities in the state that utilizes the natural water sources of the community to provide water to the residents.  

10:30 Blue Ridge Marble and Granite (40 people)

Jasper, Georgia is known as the Marble Capital and Blue Ridge Marble and Granite is located less than a mile from the Georgia marble quarry, the largest deposit of the highest and best grade of marble in the United States. Having been in business since the 1880’s, the business has created a variety of structures and memorials from government buildings to tombstones - including those of Hank Williams, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Margaret Mitchell.  
10:30 Southern Fire (40 people)

Southern Fire Service manufactures Class-A Pumpers, Fire Tankers/Tenders, Rescue Vehicles, Wildland Fire Apparatus, Haz-Mat Vehicles and “In-Plant” Apparatus. All products are custom produced and in-house engineered to meet the needs to specific fire departments. 
Pre-Conference Workshops

Thursday, October 22, 2009

9:00am – 5:00pm 

&

Friday, October 23, 2009

9:00am – 12:00noon

Location:

Pickens Middle School

Program Certification  
This workshop is provided for three groups of technology education teachers:

· those who have applied and received approval for initial program certification through the Georgia Department of Education,

·  those who have already achieved program certification and seek their required annual renewal to maintain their program certification status, and

·  those who desire to apply for program certification in the near future.

· Proper organization, preparation, documentation, and presentation of required information and materials are imperative for the successful completion of this year-long process.  Get a detailed overview and essential guidance from one of the first teachers to complete the certification process.

Integrating TSA Competitive Events into your GPS Curriculum 
Conference at a Glance

Registration Times

· Friday – Gym Lobby

· 7:30 – 10:00

· 12:30 – 1:30

· 4:00 – 5:00

· Saturday – School Lobby 

· 7:30 – 8:00

· 9:45 – 12:00
Friday

8:30am


Industrial Tours

9:30am


Industrial Tours

10:30am

Industrial Tours

12:00


Lunch On Your Own

1:00 – 1:30

Registration

1:30 – 3:50

General Session




DOE Update




Hands on Design Squad Activity (TSA officer to lead)

4:00 – 4:50

Breakout Sessions 

5:00 – 5:50

Breakout Sessions 

Dinner on your 
7:00 – 11:00 

Hospitality Evening at Bent Tree 
Saturday

8:00 – 8:45am

Breakout Sessions 

8:55 - 9:40am

Breakout Sessions 

9:45 – 12:45

Vendors (3 hours) / Tech Fest (11:00 – 12:00)

12:45 – 2:45

Lunch (Awards – 30 minutes & Guest Speaker - 45 minutes)

2:50 – 3:30 

Breakout Sessions 

3:40 – 4:30  

Breakout Sessions 

4:30 – 5:00 

Business Meeting

